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1 . THE POLITICAL COMMITTEE TOOK NOTE OF THE PRESI- 
DENCY'S REPORT ON PREPARATIONS FOR THE FEBRUARY GENERAL 
COMMISSION MEETING IN TUNIS. THE COMMITTEE AGREED THAT 
IN ANY CONTACTS WITH THE ARABS, THE COMMUNITY MUST MAKE 
CLEAR THAT IT ACCEPTS NO LINKAGE BETWEEN ECONOMIC AND 
FINANCIAL PROGRESS WITHIN THE DIALOGUE AND EURO- ARAB 
POLITICAL EXCHANGE. 
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2. THE POLITICAL DIRECTORS ALSO APPROVED EC TACTICS FOR 
TUNIS WHICH THE WORKING GROUP HAD SUGGESTED. SPECIFI- 
CALLY, IT WAS AGREED THAT IF THERE WERE MORE PRESSURE IN 
TUNIS BY THE ARABS FOR POLITICAL DISCUSSION, THE RE- 
SPONSE OF THE EC SHOULD BE NEUTRAL AND NON-COMMITTAL. 

THE COMMUNITY WOULD ONLY UNDERTAKE TO STUDY SUCH ARAB 
SUGGESTIONS. 

3. DURING THE POLITICAL DIRECTORS' DISCUSSION, FRENCH 
ARGUED THE EC SHOULD OFFER THE ARABS AT TUNIS POLITICAL 
SUBJECTS FOR DISCUSSION, OTHER THAN THE MIDDLE EAST. 

TWO OF THESE WOULD BE "PREPARATIONS FOR CSCE" AND 
"WATERS ADJACENT TO THE MIDDLE EAST, NOT INCLUDING THE 
MEDITERRANEAN." HOWEVER, THE FRENCH WERE FINALLY HELD 
OFF AND THE POLITICAL DIRECTORS DECIDED TO RECOMMEND TO 
MINISTERS THAT THE COMMUNITY WAIT UNTIL IT RECEIVED 
SPECIFIC ARAB SUGGESTIONS FOR POLITICAL EXCHANGE BEFORE 
MAKING A JUDGMENT ON HOW TO PROCEED. 

4. THE EC EXPERTS, WHO ARE MEETING JANUARY 27, WERE DI- 
RECTED TO COMPLETE A STATEMENT WHICH THE COMMUNITY WILL 
USE AT THE TUNIS MEETING. 

ARMSTRONG 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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